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In this week’s parsha, Hashem 
Yisbarach says to Moshe 
Rabbenu (27:20) “זית שמן  אליך   ויקחו 
למאור כתית   They shall take for“ -”זך 
you clear olive oil, crushed for 
illumination.” 

The word “אליך” – “for you” is 
seemingly misplaced in light of 
the fact that Ahron HaCohen 
was the person responsible 
for lighting the menorah – not 
Moshe. 

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz uses 
the following pasuk which is 
referring to Ahron’s anointment 
to explain the usage of the 
word עליך   in our context. 

מֶן“ שֶּׁ כַּ יָחַד.  ם  גַּ אַחִים  בֶת  שֶׁ נָּעִים  וּמַה  טּובֹ  מַה   הִנֵּה 
י פִּ עַל  יּרֵֹד  שֶׁ אַהֲרןֹ  זְקַן  קָן  הַזָּ עַל  ירֵֹד  הָראֹשׁ  עַל   הַטּובֹ 
”.מִדּותָֹיו

“Behold how good and how 
pleasant is the dwelling of the 
brothers, moreover in unity. Like 
the precious oil upon the head, 
running down the beard, the 
beard of Aharon, running down 
over his garments.”

The medresh explains that the 
wordזקן’  - beard’, was written 
twice to demonstrate the 
brotherly love of Moshe and 
Ahron. When the anointment 
oil was poured on Ahron’s 
beard, the strong fraternal 
connection caused Moshe to 

feel as if he was also being 
anointed. Hence the latter half 
of the pasuk is an example of 
the opening words.

A similar display of solidarity 
is found when discussing the 
juxtaposition of the menorah 
lighting immediately after 
mentioning the offerings of 
the Nesseim (Priests). The 
reason for mentioning these 
two topics one after the other 
alludes to the distress Ahron 
felt when neither he, nor his 
tribe, partook in the dedication 
offerings. It would be rightful to 
say that Moshe, who was also 
a tribe’s member, similarly felt 
this very same distress for not 
participating. Therefore when 
Hashem appeased Ahron by 
saying that his portion would 
be greater than the portion of 
the Nesseim, it would reason 
to say that this appeasement 
also included Moshe and their 
fellow tribesmen. 

In the spirit of this teaching, Rav 
Chaim Shmuelevitz explains 
why the passuk says ‘for you – 
 Even though Moshe didn’t .אליך‘
physically have anything to do 
with the oil, when Aharon did lit 
the menorah it was as if Moshe 
had also played an active role. 

SURROUNDINGS

It’s not easy to meet writing 
deadlines while traveling. In 

addition to the challenge 
of making time with a  busy 
schedule, peace of mind is 
needed to compile thoughts.
I once offered up advice, to a 
novice in the shidduch arena. 
He was scheduled to meet 
his possible soulmate and 
yet grappled with the task of 
generating conversation. To 
allay his worries, the following 
piece of advice was offered. 
Look around your surroundings 
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and focus on an item. 
Subsequently, use that item as 
a springboard for conversation. 
For example, if you’re passing 
a tree, think about this tree. 
Maybe your favorite food 
contains fruit from this tree 
– talk about favorite foods. 
Perhaps you have childhood 
memories of playing in a tree 
house – share a childhood story 
that contains fond memories. 
Generating conversation from 
your surroundings is a great 
way to relieve the stress of not 
having what to say.

Conversation, as a social 
construct, serves as a building 
block in the creation and 
maintenance of relationships. 
It also serves as a gateway, 
which if navigated successfully, 
can lead you to the information 
or results you want. On the 
surface, conversation is a 
simple dialogue of thoughts 
and ideas, but underneath, it 
carries rich opportunities to 
build and strengthen bonds, 
uncover new information, and 
present information of your 
own. Skilled conversationalists 

are able to direct any 
conversation - even an 
innocuous “hey, what’s up” to a 
place they want it to go.

With that being said, I am going 
to take a page from my own 
playbook and continue.

Moments ago, upon boarding 
this aircraft, I tossed my carry-
on luggage into the storage 
space above my seat. In 
doing so, I never pondered my 
rollaboard’s strategic design 
that makes travel as easy as 
stow, retrieve, repeat. Although 
airlines revolutionized travel 
from the 1950’s, passengers 
would always carry their 
luggage. Hence the term 
carry-on. In fact, it wasn’t until 
1970 that the wheeled suitcase 
was invented. Furthermore, it 
took another 17 years (1987) 
to invent the idea of turning a 
suitcase upright in a vertical 
position, installing two wheels 
at the base, and adding a 
retractable handle to the top.

In other words, for seventeen 
years, millions of people 
jetted around the world, 
carrying their luggage, until 
the commonplace rollaboard 
was invented. Inventions 
improve our lives in many 
ways. They make our tasks 
easier, improve our knowledge 
of the world, entertain us, and 
even save lives. Focusing on 
our surroundings and thinking 
about our mundane actions 
not only allows us to generate 
conversation, but also utilizes 
our imagination to improve our 
daily lives through invention.
In closing, this my friends 
is a perfect example of 
how you draft an article (or 
conversation) from your 
surroundings :-)


